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Introducing various local legends
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Tango: the legend of the angel with a celestial robe (hagoromo)
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A long, long time ago, eight angels were bathing in a pond known as Manai
on a mountain called Hiji. An elderly couple walking past hid the clothing of
one of the angels. Unable to return to heaven, the angel was adopted by the
couple. More than ten years later, the angel formulated an alcoholic drink that
could function as a remedy against all diseases, and the old couple became
terribly wealthy as a result. One day, the old couple had a sudden change of
heart and decided to cast out the angel. The anguished angel chose to settle
in the village of Nagu. This legend of the angel with a celestial robe, Japan’s
oldest such legend, is inscribed in the Annals of the Tango Realm. This angel
is deified in the village of Nagu as Toyouke-no-Omikami. Also entwined in the
legend of the angel with a celestial robe is the legend of Tanabata, which
outlines how two lovers are allowed to meet only once a year on the night of
July 7.
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The Dragon Legends
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According to Ippen Hijirie, an ippen holy priest arrived in Kumihama in 1284
and offered an invocation to the Buddha, whereupon a large dragon emerged
from below the surface of the sea. Many other tales involving dragons exist in
Kumihama. A copper gilt-ringed long sword featuring a double dragon design
was unearthed from the Yufunezaka Number Two Mound. A dragon legend is
also told in Koryujigatake, which is renowned as a magnificent peak.
Presently, dragon boat championship races are held every summer, in the
process helping to establish a new dragon legend in Kumihama.
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The legend of the vanquished demons
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Around the time of Empress Suiko, three demons—Eiko, Karuashi, and Tsuchiguma—became chieftains in Mikamigatake of Tango and caused much suffering to
be visited upon the people. Ordered to subjugate the demons, Prince Maroko visited a grand shrine to pray for victory, whereupon an old person who was the
incarnation of the Grand Shrine of Ise appeared and offered him a white dog. Before long, a battle with the demons began, and the demons fled deep into the
mountains. However, the light reflected by a mirror possessed by the white dog revealed then, and Eiko and Karuashi were killed by government forces.
Tsuchiguma was taken prisoner and confined to the place known today as Tateiwa as a reminder to all generations to come. The prince carved seven statues of

Yakushi-Nyorai (Buddha able to cure all ills) and delivered them to seven temples.
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The Urashima Legend
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Once upon a time, a youth by the name of Shimako, who enjoyed fishing,
encountered a beautiful young princess and after promising to marry her,
arrived at The magical Ryugu Castle under the sea. Yearning to return to his
hometown three years later, Shimako returned to Manjohama bearing a
treasured box that he was prohibited from opening. However, hundreds of
years had already passed in the world of humans when a forlorn Shimako
decided to open the treasured box, thereby releasing a puff of rising white
smoke and turning him into an old man.



A land of comfort for beautiful princesses
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Shizukagozen
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Shizukagozen was born the daughter of a Zen master on the coast of Amino Town. After the death of her father, she moved to Kyoto with her mother and
became a shirabyoshi, a Heian court performer. Subsequently, Minamoto-no-Yoshitsune fell in love with Shizukagozen at first sight, and she became his beloved
mistress. Unfortunately, Yoshitsune and his child were hunted down by his older brother Yoritomo. A heartbroken Shizukagozen returned to the rocky coast of
her hometown and passed away a young lady in her twenties.
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Ono-No-Komachi
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Ono-no-Komachi was one of six great representative poets of the Heian period and was said to be a woman of unsurpassed beauty. Having left the capital, she
came to stay in lkaga in the town of Omiya. Since the last character in the name, “lkaga Sun,” could lead to “fire,” Komachi replaced this character with “river.”
Thereafter, fires no longer occurred in the village.
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Hosokawa Gracia
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Born the third daughter of Akechi Mituhide, Tamako (who would later be known as Gracia) married Hosokawa Tadaoki. After a revolt was carried out by her
father at Honnoji Temple, she was confined to Midono in the town of Yasaka, where she converted to Christianity and was given the name Gracia upon receiving
her baptism. While searching for peace of mind, Gracia spent the most intense years of the Sengoku period in Midono, located deep in the mountains.



