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Retracing the history of the main branch of the Inaba famlly
and the North Tango eurthquake
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The main branch of the Inaba family: merchants of Kumihama

During the Edo period, the main branch of the Inaba family operated an enterprise known as Kojiya in the area of Kumihama and amassed a great fortune
through trade and finances. The sixth head of the family began to run errands for the local clan, whereby they became wealthy recipients of the funds of
neighboring clans. The twelfth head was highly enthusiastic about laying down railroad tracks and otherwise contributing to urban development while the
thirteenth head was there for the inauguration of the railway in which he had invested great sums of his own money. In this way, the main branch of the Inaba
family was lauded for having spared no effort in the development of the town. Today, their palatial residence has been restored thanks to the zeal of local
citizens committed to preserving a way of life that transcends time and space.
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A fault serves as a reminder of the North Tango earthquake

As snow fell at 6:27 in the early evening of March 7, 1927, a large earthquake suddenly struck the Tango Peninsula and both Amino and Mineyama were
thoroughly destroyed. Amid ongoing aftershocks, flames swept through homes, and the people could only stare at such scenes with a sense of utter shock. This
massive earthquake was later estimated at magnitude 7.4, and the extent of the damage and the work directed at reconstruction became seared in the memories
of those who were there. Given the extreme geological rarity of the large fault that formed near the epicenter of the quake, the Gomura Fault has been
designated a natural treasure of Japan.
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