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Techniques are inherited and
undergo further evolution
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The evolution of Tango silk crepe fabric

Kyotango City, the birthplace of Tango chirimen (beautiful silk crepe fabric), is known as the leading silk production region in Japan. The unique
“shriveled” texture of the fabric, which resembles tiny ripples, is made possible by the humid climate of this region. The technology for producing Tango
chirimen is said to have been perfected by Morita Jirobei of Mineyama in 1720. From about 1955, the demand for high-quality silk fabrics rose suddenly.
In the decade that began in 1965, Tango chirimen products underwent an explosive boom in sales. Recent years, however, have seen a gradual decline
in the demand for Tango chirimen. In order to overcome this state of affairs, new silk products utilizing traditional technologies are being developed. To
keep pace with the changing times, it is hoped that Tango chirimen will be firmly established under a new Kyotango brand name as youthful dynamics
and ideas are carefully adopted.
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Living traditions of manufacturing
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Carp streamers
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Minoru Okuda, a resident of Omiya, decided in 1973 to follow in his father’s
footsteps and become a carp streamer craftsman and has since been making
carp streamers according to a traditional process of manufacture. He uses cotton
for material and white beans for color, insists on drawing by hand without relying
on templates, and manages to make about twenty pieces a year. Okuda’s carp
streamers, which can be seen blowing in the wind on the day of the Boys’
Festival, represent the hopes for the growth and proper rearing of children.
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Tango lanterns
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As the season for festivals approaches, Kiichiro Yoshioka and his grandson
Yuichiro become very busy fielding orders for lanterns from all over Tango. The
two are craftsmen dedicated to creating countless traditional lanterns by hand
in Tango, a task that requires a high degree of skill, precision, and speed. The
sight of lanterns hanging in a row along the side of a breezy road in order to
dry is an evocative sight of a town before the commencement of festivals.

Tango Good Goods
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Tango chirimen, local sake, processed agricultural and marine products, brewed products, and other local goods are all born of the blessings of bountiful nature
in Tango. The Tango Good Goods Certification and Promotion Committee, which was established in 1999, certifies excellent products as Tango Good Goods
and provides support to producers by engaging in active promotional work. Sold through Amity Tango and their website, these products are gaining in popularity.



