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San’in Kaigan Geopark Kotohikihama Beach
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The unspoiled white sand and green pines of Kotohikihama Beach
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The popular natural foot bath at Kotohikihama Beach The singing sand is kept clean thanks to the hard work of the local people
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The 1.8km long Kotohikihama beach has a pristine landscape of white sand and green pine trees. It is a designated national
scenic spot and natural monument and has a rare singing sand beach. Thanks to the high amount of quartz, the sand makes a
squeaking sound when its stepped on. It stops making this noise when it gets dirty, so it was the first beach in Japan to be

designated as non-smoking and many people, including local residents, carry out frequent beach cleaning to help preserve its
sound. Kotohikihama has been known about since ancient times, and has provided inspiration for many Japanese poets.
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Scan the QR code for sightseeing spots around Kotohikihama Beach! yrEam
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San'in Kaigan Geopark Kyotango City Information Center (about 15 minutes by car from Kotohikihama) [ . s
At the information center official guldes from the Geopark are always on hand, as well as geological 1nf0rmat10n from around
Kyotango. There is a chance to experience the singing sand, exhibits of sand from the 15 beaches in the city, and information
about the San'in Kaigan Geopark as a whole here.

The information center is located at the roadside station Tenki Tenki Tango where you can experience the charms of
Kyotango City, including restaurants where you can enjoy local seafood and a gift shop selling specialty products from around
the Tango area.
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Kotohikihama Singing Sand Museum (about 20 minutes walk from Kotohikihama) qﬂr

Learn all about the singing sand at this hands on museum. Inside the museum singing sands from all . -, mein ;l

over the world are on display, as well as micro-shells, sea turtles, and debris collected from the beach. . gip1ee +=

There is also a singing sand experience corner and a booming sand funnel. All of this is to highlight the
importance of protecting the natural environment.
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Shirataki Shrine (about 2 minutes walk from Kotohiki Beach)

Shirataki Shrine is dedicated to Okuninushi no Mikoto. There is a legend that a long time ago, when

Okuninushi was passing by on a boat from the country of Izumo, a turban shell caught in a hole in the

bottom of the boat but did not sink. In the sea around Kotohikihama beach smooth turban shells

without protrusions can be found. In the shrine grounds you can still see the remains of the torii gate
destroyed in the 1927 Kita Tango Earthquake.
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The area near the center of Kotohiki Beach is called taikohama, drum beach, because it makes a deep “
boommg sound when you step or jump on it. It is right above a rocky reef that juts out toward the sea,

it is thought that there are cavities within the rock that cause the vibrations to resonate and produce the ‘
sound. -
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[Let’ s Learn!] Why does the sand sing?
The main component of the sand at Kotohikihama Beach is quartz. When the quartz crystals have been cleaned by the sea
and dried in the air, they create a lot of friction when rubbed together. When force is applied to the sand, such as by

stepping on it, the quartz crystals rub together, and the vibrations produce sound. If the sand becomes even a little bit
contaminated, such as with cigarette ash, it will immediately stop singing.
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