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San’in Kaigan Geopark Tateiwa Rock
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The view of Tateiwa Rock from the Takano River, which runs through the center of Kyotango
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Tateiwa Rock in winter The imposing columns of this monolith
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Tateiwa is Kyotango’ s stand out geosite in the UNESCO San'in Kaigan Geopark. It is a gigantic monolith with a height of
approximately 20 meters that has been designated as a place of scenic beauty and a natural monument by Kyoto Prefecture.
Approximately 15 million years ago tectonic movements brought the magma which had solidified underground up to the
surface. It has taken its current form through many years of erosion.It is an andesite rock and is characterized by the rough
vertical cracks called columnar joints and is a familiar symbol of the region. There is a legend that an oni demon was
imprisoned in Tateiwa rock in the past, and it is said that on windy days you can still hear the oni’ s cries.

Experience the majestic sight with a knowledgeable guide from the roadside station Tenki Tenki Tango! it m
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Scan the QR code for more about Tateiwa and the Oni legend! ol Pl
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San'in Kaigan Geopark Kyotango City Information Center (about 9 minutes on foot from Tateiwa)

At the information center official guides from the Geopark are always on hand, as well as geological information ik
from around Kyotango. There is a chance to experience the singing sand, exhibits of sand from the 15 beaches in the 01ty, and information
about the San'in Kaigan Geopark as a whole here.

The information center is located at the roadside station Tenki Tenki Tango where you can experience the charms of Kyotango City,
including restaurants where you can enjoy local seafood and a gift shop selling specialty products from around the Tango area.
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Statue of Empress Hashiudo and Prince Shotoku mother and child (about 1 minute walk from Tateiwa)At the end of the
6th century, Prince Shotoku's mother, Empress Hashiudo, took refuge in the village of Ohama (present-day Taiza) to
avoid political strife. When she left,she gave her name “Hashiudo” to the village, but the villagers, who were afraid of the
consequences of harboring her, changed the pronunciation to “Taiza” in honor of the empress leaving.
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Takeno Shrine (about 3 minutes by car from Tateiwa)

Takeno Shrine (Takanojinja) is a shrine with a history of over 1,000 years. It is said it was founded to enshrine the
goddess Amaterasu by Takenohime, who served Kaika the 9th Emperor, when she returned to her hometown in her
later years. There is also a picture scroll depicting the child Prince Maroko defeating the Oni, which is preserved at
the Kyoto National Museum. In addition to the main shrine being a designated cultural property by Kyoto Prefecture,
the grounds are designated as an environmental conservation area. There is also a straight pine tree-lined approach which
gives off a solemn atmosphere.
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Shinmeiyama Burial Mound (approx. 4 minutes by car from Tateiwa) * Approximately 10 minutes on foot from the
parking lot This is one of the largest keyhole-shaped burial mounds on the Sea of Japan, with a total length of 190
meters. It was built from the late 4th century to the 5th century, and said to be one of the three great burial mounds on
the Sea of Japan. The mound has a two-tiered flat area, and cylindrical clay figures unique to Tango were once lined
up on this flat area. The burial mound is a nationally designated historic site, and is thought to be the tomb of a
powerful family that ruled the Tango area.
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[Let’s Learn!] Takeno Shrine and the Oni Festival
At Takeno Shrine there used to be an Oni Festival that was held on the day of the ox in November of the lunar calendar. Only the priest
of and the 36 members of his family participated. In the middle of the night so no one can see, the priest would make an offering of
cooked rice mixed with sand to the oni. They used to say that anyone who watches the festival will die within three years, so on that
night the doors of all the house were locked and no one went out.
It is said that there were once graves of the Oni (Oni no Zuka) scattered around the base at the rear of the Shinmeiyama Burial Mound,

and there is a stone with the inscription “Oni no Zuka” written on it. The festival is said to control and appease the demons that prince
Maroko had defeated. This festival is bit of a mystery because no one has ever born witness to it.
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